
Did you know that from 1907 to 1922 American women 

lost their American citizenship by marrying non-Americans 

without even leaving the United States?  
 

Did these women regain their citizenship? Not necessarily!  

When Saying ‘I Do’  

Meant Giving Up Your U.S. Citizenship 

Meg Hacker 
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Born in Florida and raised in West Texas, Meg has been with the 

National Archives at Fort Worth since 1985. She received her B.A. in 

American History from Austin College and her M.A. in American 

History from Texas Christian University.  Texas Western Press 

published her thesis, Cynthia Ann Parker: The Life and The Legend.  

She has presented to numerous historical and genealogical societies, 

archives and library associations, teacher in-services, and classrooms 

on a wide assortment of topics including: Chinese exclusion, 

repatriation oaths, genealogy, immigration records, Native American 

records, 19th century Fort Smith criminal cases, NASA records, 

maritime records, and basic strategies for researching at the National 

Archives. 

Meg Hacker 

Director of Archives 

National Archives 

at Fort Worth 
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Repatriation 
Oaths 

Meg Hacker, Archives 
Director at The National 
Archives at Fort Worth 
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Tips:  

● Not everyone who immigrates becomes a 
citizen - it is a choice, not a requirement… 

● Not everyone who loses their citizenship 
knew they had lost it.  

● Not everyone who loses their citizenship, 
gets it back. 

 

Naturalization… 

Check out Ancestry, Fold3, and FamilySearch for digitized 
naturalization records 

…is the process in which a person 
becomes a U.S. citizen.  
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● If the marriage to a foreigner occurred prior to 1907, 
the Supreme Court ruled that “a change of citizenship 
cannot be arbitrarily imposed, that is, imposed 
without the citizen’s knowledge or concurrence.  

 

● The American woman who married an alien before 
1907 and continued to reside in the United States did 
not because of her marriage cease to be an American 
citizen.  

Marriage before 1907 
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● Act of March 2, 1907 said “Any American woman 
who marries a foreigner shall take the nationality of 
her husband”  

 

● Her legal identity was submerged in that of her 
husband’s.  

 

Act of 1907 
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● Act of September 22, 1922 repealed 
the 1907 Act and prohibited 
expatriation of a U.S. citizen by any 
marriage contracted after that date to 
an alien eligible for citizenship.   

 
● Women in America now have equal 

nationality and citizenship rights with 
men.  

 
● Named for Congressman John L. 

Cable from Ohio 
 

Act of 1922 
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After 
the 
Cable 
Act…  
Foreign men, 
married to 
American 
women, who 
became U.S 
citizens, did so, 
but without 
changing the 
status of their 
wives. 
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“American” women had to follow full 
naturalization procedures. 
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“A presumptive loss of her 
American citizenship.” 

● If an American woman marries an alien and lives 
abroad for 2 years in the country of her husband or 
for 5 continuous years outside of the U.S., she is 
subjected to “a presumptive loss of her 
American citizenship.” 

 

● This is contrary to the 1922 Act that an American 
woman would not lose her citizenship and was 

described as “one of the greatest discriminations 
against an American woman….” 
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Another issue…. 

● A woman who lost her citizenship due to marriage 
because of the 1907 Act and living abroad, could return 
to the U.S. to regain her citizenship… 

 

however, at the same time…. 
 

● The 1924 Immigration Quota Law was established…and 
she would have to return to the U.S. as a quota 
immigrant. 

 

● If the quota for her husband’s country had been 
exhausted that year, she could not get a visa and 
therefore could not return to the U.S. to repatriate. 

  Session 3                                                                                                                  Slide 10 of 42 



H.R. 16975--March 3, 1931 

“Our law for the first time now completely recognizes the dignity of an 
American woman’s citizenship and permits her to feel that her 

allegiance to our government is as fine, intimate and sincere as a 
man’s.”  

 

● She formally renounces her citizenship by a 
personal appearance before a U.S. court 

 

● She becomes naturalized under the laws of another 
country 

 

● She has taken the oath of allegiance to a foreign 
government, or 

 

● She married an alien ineligible for American 
citizenship prior to March 3, 1931.  

Now a woman remains an American unless… 

  Session 3                                                                                                                  Slide 11 of 42 



If a woman lost her citizenship by 
marriage between 1907 and 1922 
and the marriage had since 
terminated through death or 
divorce….  

Then she could file an application 
and resume citizenship by simply 
taking an Oath of Allegiance  

Act of 1936 
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After the 
1936 Act— 

  
…only widowed or 
divorced women 
could repatriate.  
 
All others still had 
to go through the 
whole 
naturalization 
process.  
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● Act of July 2, 1940 provided that all 
women who had lost citizenship by 
marriage could repatriate 
regardless of their marital 
status.  

● They only had to take an Oath of 
Allegiance--no declaration of 
intention was required. 

Act of 1940 
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Guadalupe 
Cuellar was 
34 years old 
at time of 
repatriating.   
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Susie 
Stolzenbach 
is the oldest 
applicant we 
have found 
so far...85 
years old in 
1943. 
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According to the 
Japanese 
Nationality Acts 
of 1899, 1916, and 
1924:  

…a foreign woman who 
acquired Japanese 
nationality by marrying a 
Japanese would lose this 
Japanese citizenship upon 
divorce or via repatriation. 
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Time is 
everything:  
 
Declaration of 
Intention for 
Louis Laneri in 
1917. 
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Louis 
Laneri 
became a 
naturalized 
citizen in 
1922. 
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Mary F. Barbuzza 
Laneri, 
unknowingly 
retained her 
husband’s Italian 
citizenship from 
1910 until 1941. 
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Oath 
taken as 
recently 
as 1981 
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The Index... 
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The National Archives at Fort Worth 
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The 
National 
Archives 
at 
Riverside 
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Where are they from? 
Argentina 

Austria 

Belgium 

Bohemia 

Brazil 

British Honduras 

Bulgaria 

Canada 

Costa Rica 

Cuba 

Czechoslovakia 

Denmark 

Egypt 

England 

France 

Germany 

Greece 

Guatemala 

Holland 

Honduras 

Hungary 

Ireland 

Italy 

Jamaica 

Japan 

Latvia 

Lebanon 

Lithuania 

Mexico 

Monrovia 

Netherlands 

Nicaragua 

Norway 

Panama 

Paraguay 

Persia 

Peru 

Philippines 

Poland 

Portugal 

Rumania 

Russia 

Scotland 

Serbia 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Syria 

Turkey 

USSR 

Yugoslavia 

  Session 3                                                                                                                  Slide 26 of 42 



● Repatriation Oaths were processed through the 
Federal Courts 

 

● They can be found in RG 21--Records of the 
District Courts of the United States 

Where do you find 
Repatriation Oaths? 
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Repatriation Oaths--available  
at all National Archives archival 
research facilities 

● Boston 

● New York 

● Philadelphia 

● Atlanta 

● Chicago 

● Kansas City 

 

 

● Fort Worth 

● Denver 

● Riverside 

● San Francisco 

● Seattle 

● Washington, DC 
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Repatriation Oaths--A.K.A. 

Applications to Regain Citizenship and Repatriation Oaths 

Naturalization Repatriation Applications 

Naturalization Repatriation Proceedings 

Repatriation Cases  

Naturalization Repatriations of Native Born Citizens  

Repatriation Orders 

Repatriation Case Record  

Repatriation Certificates 

Repatriate Oaths of Allegiance 
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Louisiana’s Repatriation Oaths 
are Available on Ancestry 
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Marriage certificate from a case file…   

The National Archives at Riverside 
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The 
National 
Archives at 
Riverside 

 

Death certificate  from a case file. 
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Repatriation 
from a case 
file. 

 

The 
National 
Archives at 
Riverside 
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WAIT, WAIT--THERE’S 
MORE: 

There are other ways to lose your 
citizenship and end up 

repatriating!  
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Americans 
also lost 
their 
citizenship 
when they 
voted in 
another 
country. 
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American lost 
their 
citizenship 
when they 
joined the 
military in 
another 
country to fight 
in a war that 
the U.S. had 
yet to join. 
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Another 
example of a 
military 
repatriation 
 

 

 

The National 
Archives at 
Kansas City 
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American-born 
women were 
also affected.   

 

 

 

 

The National 
Archives at 
Riverside 
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http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2014/spring/citizenship.pdf 
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Be our friend on 
Facebook at: 

 The National Archives at 
Fort Worth 

JOIN US 
TODAY! 
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Presenter didn’t 

get to your question? 

You may email us at 

inquire@nara.gov 
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